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The month of July, 2007, marked the 70th anniversary of the

disappearance of the famed aviatrix Amelia Earhart as she attempted to

become the first female pilot to fly around the world.

Earhart came to South Bend three times between 1933 and 1936,

the last visit being just a few short months before her ill-fated venture.

Her first visit to South Bend was on October 27, 1933. It was

sponsored by the local Progress Club and over 600 people attended her

talk.

Earhart’s second visit to South Bend was sponsored by the

American Association of University Women (AAUW). On February 14,

1935, a sold-out crowd in Central High School’s auditorium heard her

speak about the future of the airplane industry.

During Earhart’s last visit to South Bend, she met a number of

times with local businessman Vincent Bendix. He was very much

interested in the airline industry, as evidenced by his sponsorship of the

Bendix Air Race.

Earhart was hoping that Bendix might contribute financially to her

upcoming around-the-world flight. Bendix did supply her Lockheed Electra

with a Bendix Directional Finder, a new piece of navigational equipment.

Some sources say that Earhart’s lack of familiarity with this new

technology may have been a factor in her disappearance!



Amelia Earhart during her first

visit to South Bend on October

27, 1933. This photograph of her

appeared in the South Bend

News-Times that same day.

    This story of Earhart’s visit was

filed by South Bend Tribune Society

Editor Bess Staples on October 28,

1933.



South Bend Mirror, October 27, 1933



     During Earhart’s second visit

to South Bend, she took time

out from her busy schedule to

visit with a reporter from the

South Bend News-Times.

    The photograph (left) appeared in the February

14, 1935, issue of the newspaper. Above is the

interview that accompanied it.



Earhart arriving for her third and

last trip to South Bend. South

Bend News-Times, November 19,

1936

Everyone loves those Notre

Dame football games! South

Bend News-Times, November 20,

1936



    Earhart is pictured

above with Herbert

Sharlock, Public

Relations Director at

Bendix, during her visit in

November of 1936. This

image of the two standing

by Earhart’s Lockheed

Electra was taken on

November 20, 1936, and

appeared in the South

Bend Tribune.

    On July 2, 1937, Amelia

Earhart’s plane went

missing. Just four days

later, the South Bend

News-Times ran this story

about the financial help

given to Earhart by the Bendix Aviation

Corporation. No mention was made of the Bendix

Directional Finder that Earhart’s plane was

outfitted with. Later, some experts would

speculate that Earhart’s inexperience with it

contributed to her plane veering off course.


